[Species identification of intestinal microsporidiosis in HIV-positive patients using the polymerase chain reaction].
Microsporidia are opportunistic parasites which, due to their morphologic characteristics, continue presenting diagnostic problems. Species-specific identification of microsporidia has become important because of varying levels of response to albendazole, which is the only effective treatment for some kinds of intestinal microsporidiosis. Although these parasites cause up to 50% of otherwise unexplained chronic diarrhea in HIV-positive patients, the number of reported cases is still very scarce in our country when compared to the existing HIV-positive population. Intestinal microsporidiosis in HIV-positive patients with diarrhea was investigated using the modified trichrome staining technique. Microsporidia species identification was done by indirect immunofluorescence (IIF) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) with specific primers. Six new cases of intestinal microsporidiosis caused by Enterocytozoon bieneusi were diagnosed in Madrid (Spain). All patients were in an advanced state of the HIV infection and they presented CD4+ values equal or inferior to 100 x 10(6)/I. Due to the number of cases that are accumulating, microsporidia must be included among the enteropathogens responsible for chronic diarrhea in HIV-positive individuals in Spain. The PCR technique using specific primers is a suitable determinator of the microsporidia species implicated in this intestinal pathology.